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LAMENTATIONS LIL 28 & 29. 
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He fi ſtteth alone and keepeth f Hence , becauſe 


\ * 


He- tbe Lord) bath born it upon him : — „ 


” 1 * 


* 


#* 


He putteth his mouth in the duſt, : if fo he 3 


4 


there may be hope. 


N the dark ſcenes of affliction 
there generally ariſes a ſevere 
and painfull conflict between the 


tender affections of Human nature—and 
the wiſe diſpenſations of the Divine Provi- 


dence.— 1 1 SHES | 


Are the more intimate relations of 
private life diſſoly'd?—or is an object of 
the Publick love removed by the Hand 


of Death—which knows no diſtinctions 


* EY 8 HS N 2 : . wx 1 - No 
2 EIS: U. On TE I ne 8 
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| | 2 El among * that exempt from its 
5 : : power in ich a caſe, tho” the Wisdom 
ol the Moſt High ſends forth to Mortals 
this awfull command: Be /till and Know 
that 1 am God : Yet the feelings of nature 


— 


prone to revolt, and tumultuous in their 


workings „can ſcarcely be kept within 


4 


n * 1 4·˙ 4 „ K IF; - 


5 their proper bounds— 


ned by 


chat juſt indulgence which both 


and Scripture allow to the feelings o 


giving a free, yet temperate courſe 


eſs that is, in itſelf, lovely, 


and only forbidding us to grieve immo- 


Akerately as thoſe who are without hope. 


But there is ſtill another oppoſition 


which is not ſoftened by any indulgence: 


and that is the oppoſition between the 
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-Hhort-ſighted re: 
impenetrable dept 


on of Man, and 
s of God's Providential 
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wisdom : Man does not only 

1e unfavourable turns and revo- 

| lations of human things: —he' goes fats 

ther: he weighs them in the ballance of 
his partial and imperfect underſtanding, 


W 


. 


from 


and pronounces Judgement upon their ex- 


o 


pediency and fitneſs: but unequall to the 


comprehenſion of 
and unable to ſound the depth of his 
de 
falls, into error, and arraigns by his mur- 


ſigns, rather than reſt in ignor ance - 


murs that Providence, whoſe ways he 
does not underſtand. _ EET 


* n 4 * 


It is in conſequence of this frequent 


oppoſition between the deciſions of Man's 


- 
. 


imperfet Reaſon , and the Decrees of 
A 2 


= + vernour of the World addreſſes to the 

| : Children of Men, (when they repine at 
I — diſpenſations) this affecting language 
3 who is be that darkeneth counſel by words 
=_ - without Knowledge ? shall be that con- 

g | N 4 ꝛendetbh with the Almighty b inſtruct him? he | 
; that reproveth God, let bim answer "RR 

; The words of our Text deſcribe the 

| 2 proper frame of mind that backs | the 
3 humble and pious obſerver of the ways 


= © t God, who in the deep wisdom 


of his perfect adminiſtration alternately 


* 


creates * Peace and Evil n Light and 
Darkneſs F they deſcribe that frame of 


=_- = . ; 
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the deepeſt colours:—and indeed tho” this 


mind with which the imperfect creature 
should preſent itſelf before the Sovereign. 


Creator 5 when his Ways are unſearchable 42 
and his Judgements paſt finding out: the 
Good man in the Changes of life ſitteth 
alone and keepeth Silence „ becauſe the Lord 
bath born it upon hin. 

Sitting alone and keeping Silence are 
terms expreſſive of Patience and Reſigna- 
tion: Putting ones mouth in the duſt—1s a 
phraſe that paints profound ſubmiſſion in 


ſubmiſſion is a juſt debt to the. wisdom 
of Providence, even when we ſee no end 
to our calamities, yet ſurely it is rendered - 


more chearfull and eaſy, when there is 


ſome proſpect of having them lightened 3 
and therefore the Prophet ſays, He 
* A 3 


* duſt—if ſo be; 
a be ͤ I 


lere then the Plan of our diſcourſe 


5 unfolds itſelf—ſince the ſubject muſt naturally 
5 be divided into the two following points: 
Firſt that ſilent ſubmiſſion is a ſolemn 
| = duty under the calamities of life, becauſe 
they come from God 

a Secondly- that ſilence and ſubmiſſion 


* 
17 
4 


are in a particular manner incumbent upon 


: us—where there appears a favourable dawn 


Of Hope that our loſſes may be in 

ſome meaſure repaired;—We shall add a 

. 5 b i d- to Shew , how far our ſilence should 
| * extend upon the Preſent Melancholy Occa- 


85 | In the Firſt place, then, ſilent ſubmiſ. 
ſion is a ſolemn duty under the calamities 
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of life I becanſe they come from God : 
There are no allowances made for that 
Reaſon that would oppoſe itſelf to the 
Counſel of the moſt High : when Clouds 
and Darkneſs overcaſt the ways of God 
to Man , we may feel the weight of his 
afflicting arm, but muſt not fay , what 
doeſt thou? ſince Righteoumneſs and Juſtice 
are the Habitation of bis throne: profound 


ſilence and reverential awe mulſt proſtrate 


the ſoul before him, that only ruleth in 


wisdom , and in the moſt intricate and per- 


plexing ſcenes of life , it is the part of 

Man 70 be dumb to open not bis mouth 

becauſe the Lord hath done it :— , 

It is here, that under the Hand of God 

at preſent layd heavy upon this ſinfull 

Nation, > and the cloud that is caſt over its 
4 


R 
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is here that I impoſe fi. 


* . 


THe on loul and ſuppreſs thoſe 
motions that would lead me into inquiries 


# 


that betray a diffidence i in the Providence 


* 
* 


= of that God, who | 18 Righteous in all his 
— _ ways, and Holy in all bis works :—for if 
forgetting but a moment, the wisdom of 

= him that Reigns, I durſt venture to give 
utterance to what Nature would ſuggeſt 

= upon this | Melancholy occaſion , I would 
ask , why tbe Crown is fallen from our 

; Head ſo foon and our Glory laid in the 


Z Aut ?—why the unrelenting Hand of Death 


2 A 


came ſo early and ſo unexpected to deprive 


us of a Prince whoſe. life was fo precious 
to the People of this Land, and for the 


; length of whoſe Days the Prayers of the 
Righteous have been ſo often ſent up to 


* y 
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ask - why Providence fulfill d our wishes in 


1 , * 


his Elevation, only to blaſt our hopes in his | 


deceaſe?—why a Prince whoſe Anceſtors' © 
were the Inſtruments of Heaven in the Rſe 
of this Republick, was Himſelf rais q in a 


time of imminent and threatning danger— — 
and then ſo ſoon Cut off Cut off in the 


midſt of his labours, before he could ſee. 
their fruits brought to maturity and per- 1 
fection Cut off, Alaſs! in the Prime of 8 1 
his life — in the bloom of his days, and 3 
| taken away from the delires of thoſe WhO | 
hoped to have ſeen under his juſt a | \ 
ſtration, days ſmiling with Proſperity &: © ; | 
| ; Peace, and revolving years crown'd with = A 


| bleſſings to the People of this Land —- 
y But whatever . may be the deligns of 


* 


127 oe „„ 


gs in q | 
et, had he gone down to the Grave 


;ſon?—had he lived to ſee the fruits 
of his. Labour the Bleſſing of the 
Lord crowning them with ſucceſs. and the 
Nation with happineſs —or had he lived 
to form by his virtuous ple and Pa- 


teernal care, to deeds worthy of the name 


bim? — — — but what do I fay?!—how 


N Poor and low a figure do our ſchemes and 
BZ devices make, when they pretend to inter- 


d 
F 33 God left the world to be governed by 1 
5 who are not even able to govern ourſelves, - 
5 ho dismal muſt be the conſequences, 
; * 


% "Wee 
— > 


| f ſince ignorance malt: lead us into error, 
: | and error into miſery? and tay, O Man, 
| | are Kings and Princes cut off from among 
HY the living - without wile Reaſons—when 
even a ſparrow does not fall to the ground, 
without our Heavenly Fatber iet us not 
then ſay why was this ſo—or had it been 
otherwiſe it would have been happier for 
us—but let us Hear the voice of the Great 
Difpoſer of all Events who addreſſes to the 
nations by the mouth of his Prophet, this 
folemn language—my ways are not your 
wa 'ys „ neither are my thoughts your thoughts, 
| ſaith the Lord, for as the Heavens are 
bigber than the Earth, ſo are my ways 
bigher than your ways: and my W 
than your thoughts.— 

And this indeed 3 is the true reaſon and 
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X10 DO. 
at foundation of Abmüiftien » When join'd with 
the aſſurance of Wisdom and Goodneſs in 


dation for "Chriſtian acquieſcence , 


the adminiſtration of the Univerſe, for it 


is no comfortable ground of Reſignation 


to tell us only , that God is Almighty in 


his Power Sovereign in his Authority 5 
and Abſolute in his Will: this shews, t is 
true, that we cannot help ourſelyes , but 
conſidered alone , will never lay a foun- 
hut 


rather introduce gloomy deſpair; but the 


Conſideration that God's ways are not our 
ways, becauſe his Goodneſs is infinite and 


unbounded , while ours is finite and 


partial bis wisdom unerring , while ours 


18 little elſe than error: his Knowledge 


univerſal while ours is narrow and 


confin'd:—his Power ; Omnipotence. , while 
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ours is but weakneſs: the conſideration 


for ſuch important reaſons as theſe—is full 


of comfort, and lays a noble ground for 


W acquieſcence and Reſignation. 


This Reſignation is notwithſtanding 
difficult, and [ believe it is leſs a founda- 
tion of ſupport to many, under the heavy 
ſtrokes of Providence, than that Inſenſi- 
bility, that is formed in Hearts which the 

World has corrupted and hardened: Hut 
. thoſe, tb whom Inſenſibility is 
the only defence againſt the Sharpneſs of 
Adverſity! for there areſomeevils too ſevere 
to admit of its low and ſordid Relief: 
ſome evils that awake its ſtupidity and turn it 
into pain :—theſe call for anobler Help: an 


Help that is found in Reſignation alone. 
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thoſe ſouls whom the 


rendered Great and Good: it is founded 


5 


Ugion, and the Virtues it 


of our dependance, and that Faith, which 
is a perfuaſion of the perfections of Him 
on whom we depend, it is nourish'd by 
"Hope that ſprings from it, and 'crown'd 
y that ſtedfaſt, yet decent Magnanimity 
that is tempered by Wisdom: it is the 


upon that Humility that ariſes from a ſenſe 


great Power that brings down the ſuccours 
of Heaven to the mind in its trials, and 
not only impoſes Silence on the lips to 


under them from murmuring-, but alſo 
fnds Tyanquillity into the Heart, - thro” 
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Ut * Turnthen Here- yourview;O afficied 


bb, 


1 
and ſee where your ſtrength and Con- 
ſolation lies! between Inſenſibility and 

Reſignation there is no medium that.can | 
adminiſter repoſe „and ſince the former 


Conſort of the Beſt of Princes „ who is 


now no more: Turn here your view, 


isa ſtranger to your Humane Breaſt, the 


| latter mult be .apply'd as the only re 
medy that can ſoften the bitterneſs of 


thoſe tender feelings which the juſteſt 


Grief excites; and | whence but from 


this are you enabled to ſuſtain with 


ſuch a noble firmneſs and conſtancy. of 
mind the weight of the ſevereſt and 


moſt trying affliction hence but from 
. this,and that active zeal for the Publick 


Good, that. makes you forget (as far 


4 ; 


_ 


1 5 2818 poſſible) your own wound, in order 
E 25 1 F 8 to heal that of the Nation! . 


1 =. 


i N oy wo 55 „ And, O Venerable and Aged Princeſs, 


ED ” who mayeſt juſtly ſay with the lamenting 
F 55 Prophet „I am the One, that has ſeen 
| 5 5 afflition 5 — Sorrowfull Surviver of 
aan Affectionate Husband ſhatch'd from 


„ your arms by an untimely death 5 and 


* 


| IJ : 5 now of a dutifull and darling Son, cut 


© off from your hopes in the flower of 
| i ©, L M8 days! How has the luſtre. of 


Ms ” your Princely ſtate been covered with 
= mourning; „ and the days of your ſo- 
4 „ journing in this changing world been 
drawn out in ſorrow?—if the darkneſs 
2 „ of your affliction has been now and 
1 12 „ then interſpers'd with a dawn of better 


El „ and more proſperous times, it was but a 


„ bort ns cranſitory 1 PIES W 5 


ſerved to render the ſucceeding cloud 


„ more dismal hat then do you now 
wait for? or what can hinder your 
grey hairs from going down with ſorrow 
to the grave? the God whom you 
0 ſerve the God in whom you truſt there 
18 noe. can help you, but he alone. 

5 Hopefull Offſpring of that Prince 
whom we lament — your early and 
unexperienced youth prevents your 
„ knowing what it is to loſe the beſt of 
Fathers: we do not therefore call upon 


you, to cxerciſe patience, or to display 


„ ſubmiſſion: —but conſidering you as 


„ pledges of the Divine Goodneſs to the 
„People of this Land, we ſet Vou be- 
„ fore our eyes, to help us to practiſe 

B 
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| „ reſignation by reviving our B05 
and this leads us A 

The 2. thing contain'd i in the avis of | 
the Text—that Reſignation becomes doubly 


a duty, when our calamities are alleviated 


by any proſpect of having our loſſes re- 
paired He putteth his mouth i in the duſt. : 
if ſo be there may be hope : this is not 
only a truth in itſelf but it ſeems alſo to , 
de a truth „ according to which MA Divine | 
Government is generally directed with 
reſpect to thoſe nations, whom he has not 
determined to abandon and caſt off the 
Jewish People, amidſt the moſt dismal re- 
volutions of their fluctuating State, had 
always ſome proſpect of Reſtoration and 


Recovery, to ſoften the ſeverity of the 
evils they ſuffered > and to keep up Geir | 


e 
dependance upon the Divine Providence A 
| untill the abuſe they made in their Prof. 
perity, as well as adverſity, of the divine 
favours on the one hand, and his Judgments 
on the other » brought on their utter deſo- 
lation and ruin. Mat 

In the ſevereſt diſpenfations wah ee 
the Divine Providence has thought fit to 
viſit this Republick, the caſe has been the 
ſame: in the darkeſt ſcenes of publick ad- 
verſity, they never wanted ſome dawn of 


hope; even when according to their humble 


motto * they were ſtruggling for life, and 
alternately ſinking and riſing in a ſea of 
troubles; need 1 Enumerate the Recent or 
Ancient facts that prove this great and 
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comfortable truth are they not known 
to the moſt Ignorant, and to thoſe who 


ſcarcely | know any thing elſe ? and wall 
not the tongues of Children, yet unborn 6 


be taught to ſend them down to their 
poſterity, that Generations to come may 
| adore that God : from whoſe Almighty 
hand the ſtability and duration of Em- 
pires depend, who can $hake their foun- 


dations, or render them ſtedfaſt 58 the 


word of his power.— 


It is that God , that asg, „in his 


wisdom , our hopes , when they were full 


; grown , and when the excellent Prince. 5 
whom we now Jament „ was $hewing the | 
1 fruits of his zeal for the Publick Happi- 


neſs, and of his laborious application to ac- 


complish and advance it—it is that ſame 


\ 


2 


* 


by = xx1 
God, that makes our hopes and erpecta. 


tions revive in the wisdom of an Illuſtrious 
Princeſs, and in an Offſpring, which form d 
by her inſtructions and example, will, we 
hope, one day be the means of accom- 
plishing the bleſſings , which they wk 
miſe to the People of this Land.— 
This Race is given but ſparingly to the 
world yet it 18 wonderfully preſerved — 
„ Sinfull Nation! will this remarkable 
„ Conduct of Providence be ſtill unat- 
35 tended to? and will the abuſe of thoſe 
„ mercies which he makes to shine forth 


35 amidſt the moſt gloomy ſcenes, continue 


\s 


to render you unworthy of his pro- 
tection ?—Righteous Inhabitants (how 


.9 


. 


„ few ſoever in number) that fear God, 
„ and that love your Country: Reſigned 
| B 2 1 
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under the SONY the Publick has 


received, becauſe: it comes from the 


. hand of the Moſt High will not your 
Reſignation be ſtill encreaſed, when 


you view the youthfull and princely 


pledges of his favour and lovingkindneſs 
that are ſtill continued with you * | 
and will not this make you fay in the : 
wards of the Prophet, that follow our. 


Text- the Lord bath not c aſt un off for 


ever: Be ſilent then before him, for 
be hath done it : and becauſe in his 

own good time, he can bring order out 
of confulion—and in the changing 
ſeaſons of his all- wiſe Providence, he : 
can make the light shine forth from 
»» darkneſs, & Hope ariſe even in the 4 


midſt of oor. 


I 
We 


XXIII 
The Queſtion here to be determined, 
is, how far this Silence should extend. 
And this we come to conſider, in our third 
general head: — shall we paſs#over in | 
a Silence, the ſincere part that even Diſtant 
Nations take in the Loſs which we now 
Deplore shall we Refrain from Paying 
that Gratefull Tribute that should ever 
be -SACRED to Diſtinguish'd Worth? — 
shall we neglect to chew tlie Improve- | 
ment, that should be drawn from 
the Contemplation of it?! No- Mr 
BRETHREN, —I will Adore in Silence 
the Wisdom of God;—but T will ſpeak 
forth the juſt Affliction of the BRITISH 
NATION upon this fad Event:—1 will 
proſtrate my ſelf in filence before the 
Moſt: High but my tongue shall ſpeak 
1 


&X1y* 


the Praiſes of the Juſt, Whoſe Remem- 
brance is fweet—and YYhoſe Memorial is 
_ Everlaſting Iwill be Dumb , becauſe 
| the Lori bath done it: but I will ſpeak. 
to the Reproach of all Thoſe, whom ſo 
bright an Example will not lead to the 
Imitation of his Virtues: — With theſe 
three Points we ak conclude this Dif 
courſe.— 

I. Should BRITAIN be d 
when a Branch from that Illuſtrious Houſe, : 


to which It owes Its Deliverance 5 £28 


5 Lopt. off in its Bloom 5 and a Branch 


worthy of the Glorious Root from whence 
7 it fprung?—It is a long time, that the 
Name of ORANGE has been Gratefull to 5 
the Ear of BRITAIX:— A Prince of 
ORANGE- Born to be the Scourge of 


Tyrants, and an Aſſertor of the Rights 
of Mankind „Born to be a Monarch for. 


the ſupport of Liberty , while Others were. 


Monarchs only to deſtroy it—this Glorious 
Prince ſaved the British Nation | from 
Servitude and Ruin, and his Memory 


Shall be like a Ointment to every 


Briton Who has a relish for the bleſſings 
of a Pure Religion, and a Horror at the 


thoughts of Deſpotism, and Bondage: 


> It 18 true 5 ©] United Provinces . that 


„ if a British Queen, tarmexly ſupported, 
„ like another Deborah , your Riſing 
„State, a PRINCE alſo from your Boſom 


55 defended Britain from the Yoke ot | 


» Tyrants combin'd together to lay her 


* Glory in the duſt—and not only 
* ſo R but laid the Foqadativn for that 
B 3 
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XVI 
„ Happy Succeſſion in the Houſe of Ha. 
„ nover, in conſequence. of which, Great 
„ Britain and Ireland Enjoy at this day 
„ the invaluable ſweets of the trueſt Li- 
„ berty under the Moſt Righteous and 
> "Equitable | Moxarca;—And by an 
» Admirable Diſpolition of Providence, 
„ 4 Branch from This Very Succeſſion , 
„ which , You O United Provinces , 
„ were ſo Inſtrumental in founding 15 
„ now Raiſed up in a Wiſe PRINCESS 
P | to Help You, when the Crown is 
„ Fallen from your Head: to Help You 
9” by thoſe Happy Talents with which 
„ Providence has Enrich'd Her—and to 
4 Help You, by that Amiable OFFSPRING 
„of which She is the Mother, the In- 
5 firument of „ for the Conti- 


„ nuance of that Race that is ſo Precious 
„ in your Eyes! If I were here allowed 
„ to make a Digreſſion: — I woud ſay: 
1 Juſtly 18 the Name of HOLLAND Dear 
„ to BRITAIN- and Juſtly should the 
„ Name of BRITAIN be Dear to 
> HOLLAND! — United by the Sacred 
» Ties of Religion and Liberty—Provi- 
„ dence has, (as it were laboured) to 
»» Unite them yet cloſer, by Remarkable 
„Events, that produce moſt Solemn and 
„Important, as well as Mutual and Re- 
„„ Ciprocal Obligations. — 
BRITAIN therefore, attached by the 
ſtrongeſt ties to the Name of ORANJGR, 
and ſeeing in the late Illuſtrious Prince, 
Virtues worthy of the Name he bore , 
felt the ſtroke, that was given by his 


XXV. 


death, in a ſenſible manner : And Brit- 
tain's Monarch, whoſe fummeln and con- 
ſtancy of mind is not shaken by common 
| evils, shewed how Extraordinary this Ca- 
| lamity was, by the tender ſorrow ? that 
he shed over the Memory of the Departed 
Prince: The High Court of PARLIA- 
MENT, that Venerable Bulwark of British 
Liberty , preſent themſelves before the 
Throne of their Sovereign „ penetrated 
with the moſt ſincere and unaffected 
concern at this dismal event; nor docs 
8 the ſorrow end here: the People, Sitting 
Every one under his Own Vine, and his 
Own fig-tree > and calling to remem- 
brance the Immortal Name, that laid the 
foundation of their Precious Liberty, ex- 


preſa their ſorrow to ſee a Deſeendant of 


XxIX 
that Noble Race 1 from whom alſo, 
great things might have been expected, 
ſo quickly removed from the Land of the 
| Living. 

And no wonder indeed , 1 where 
ever this Amiable Prince was own; „ his 
removal should occaſion ſorrow and Af. 
fliction . ſince His Life was diſtinguish'd 
by the Brighteſt Virtues , muſt not his 
Death be Lamented with the deepeſt con- 
cern?—and here in entering upon a view 
of his Character, I have no deſign to 
- draw forth your Tears, tho? thoſe, who 
a knew Him „ will readily weep over his 
Grave, and embalm his Memory with 
the ſtreams of their ſorrow; But theſe 
are tranſitory motions of Humanity , that 


were neither made to. laſt long , nor to 
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leave deep Impreſſions behind them: 1 
would rather, ſtrengthened with the 


force of truth, endeavour to fix in your 


Hearts „rational, ſolid, and laſting im- 
preſſions of the Valuable Qualities that 
adorn 'd This PrINCE, to let you ſe, 
that true Glory conliſts not in the ſplen- 


dour of Titles h and of Power , but in 
chat Authority, that ariſes from Goodneſs 


and Virtue: — — But to attempt a full 
View of His Character, „ 1s an underta- 


king to which I am utterly | unequal : 


Beſides , it has been done already by a 
Worthy Miniſter of this National Church, 
and alſo by the Dying Hand of a De- 
chaſed Paſtor, who ſpent his Laſt Breath 


in doing Juſtice to a Prince, by whom 


he was highly eſteemed for that Probity 


1 xxx 
| and thoſe Talents, that render Him cor- 
dially and ſincerely regretted by all that 
knew Him. — The little therefore that I 
| propoſe ſaying after Them, is only from 
a diſpoſition to throw in alſo, my poor 
and ſlender Mite » to do Honour to the 
Memory of this worthy Prince, and from 
a deſire to draw ſome admonition „in- 
ſtruction „ and reproof, from the con- 
templation of a Character, which, at the 
fame time that it is a Model, is alſo a 


Reproach, to too many among us. 

I ̃Will not ſpeak of His Lineage and 
Deſcent :—Let thoſe whoſe Birth has been 
obſcure, and whoſe Anceſtors have been 
undiſtinguish'd by Glorious Deeds, have. 
their Genealogy laboured out by tireſome 
reſearches, that only ſerve to shew they 
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deſcend From: aber of 2 we (| 
know nothing , but the Name . the Race f 
of Nass Au is well Known, and their | 
Namęs 149 be Read for ever in the | 
Annals of LiBERTY: — — — Deſcended 
"from this Line, the Late Prince inkerited 
"the Virtues that belonged to It „ and 
poſſeſſed the ſpirit that was peculiar to 
the Name he bore: tho' neither tlie Oc- 
caſions were offered Him to Display it, 
nor the shortneſs of His continuance at 
| the Head of this Republick, permitted 
Him to shew it in its full luſtre. — Un- 


skilled in matters of a Political nature, 


J am very unfit to render Him juſtice , 
as to his Publick Character: all I know 


A i, that in Critical, Dangerous, and 


Perilous Times when this State was 


1 


22. 
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4 brought to the brink of deſtruction, 5 He 
was Raiſed by Providence, to ward off 


our. Dangers and to calm our Fears ;—all 


1 f F 
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I know is, that this Call of Providence 


was perfectly ſuited to the glaring defects 
8 of ſuch a Form of Government as This, in- 


dependent of all other conſiderations;— 


Every one knows that Ariſtocracys are 
liable to Groſs Inconveniencys from the 
variety of different Views, and contra- 
dictory motions, that Self-Intereſt, Am. 


bition, and the Spirit of Party Pro- 


duce From the Slowneſs alſo of Publick 


Deliberations—and the utter impoſſibility 


of Secrecy on the one hand, or of Una- 


nimous and Vigorous Execution on the 


other: - and Every one knows likewiſe, 
that ſuch Forms of Government are par- 


1 
C | 


* 
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ticularly Inconvenient, when they Hides 

upon States , whoſe Abſolute Monarchs b 
having nothing to do but Plan Conqueſts, | 
and always ſurrounded with Intriguing Mi. 


niſters,—May ſow ſeeds of Diſcord among 


the Ambitious, influence the Selfis and | 
even by Craftineſs deceive the Good. 5 


In this eminent and important Station, 


to Which Providence raiſed the late Prince, 
he laboured, (with the trueſt and moſt 


diſintereſted zeal for the. Publick good) 


to reſtore the Republick to its antient 
ſplendour. That Admirable Plan for the 


revival of Commerce, which shews how 


much this Great Chief both knew , and | 
ſtudied the arts of Peace, will be a laſting 
proof, how much he had the welfare of 


the Nation at heart, and applyed him- 
8 | e 


** r 


| ka to promote it: 3 what is paſt re- 
markable, and will be ever a great and 
ſanding proof of that goodneſs , that 
formed the Eſſence of his Character, 18, 
that tho' few Princes now alive , under- 
| ſtood the theory of war, like Him, and 
tho? no Prince ; now alive , had more of 
thoſe ſubſtantial principles upon which 
true fortitude can only ſubſiſt, yet Be- 
nevolent and Good he loved peace, and 
Was an Inſtrument of the Moſt High in 
bringing it to the Republick; — this cir- 
ceumſtance appears moſt peculiafly amiable, 
when we conſider that men have ſuch a 
diſpoſition to Shine in their favourite art; 
in the art they are molt maſters of, that 
they almoſt always ſeek occaſions: of diſ⸗ 


playing it > althe' they be occaſions that 
C 2 
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pineſs and the rights of mankind , and 
tho” the Military art be both honourable, 
and neceſſary „yet it is far from being 
laudable, when embraced with any other 
View , than to Serve a country „for 
from other principles , it is only being 


ons, at the expence of humanit y. 


„ shade of whoſe amiable virtues „ We 


„ would have been willing 70 rejoice for 


| 3 ie the object of thy deſires , equally 
| | „ fit to advance and promote it, by the 
2, arts of War, or the arts of Peace! 


I will conſider him now in a point of 


view ſtill more _ inſtructive to you that 


hear me, — becauſe in it you may con- 


are e a even fatal to the Hap- 


„ Great and Good Prince under the mild 


„ A longer ſeaſon, the Publick Happineſs 
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that private piety , that ſo gloriously 


adorned his Public State „that conſtant 
ſenſe of his dependance upon God, by 
whom Kings and Princes Reign, and 
that perpetual eye to the will, and ta 
the bleſſing of Heaven, that is known to 
have attended all his enterprizes and all his 
ſchemes: Hęre alſo I ſee the happieſt talents 
shining forth, even under the preſſure 
of conſiderable disadvantages + by a 
Poſthumous birth, he was depriv'd of the 


example of an IIluſtrious Father „ and his 


Education was, in ſome things, but in- 
differently directed by thoſe who had the 
charge of it, and tho the former | could 


not hinder him from inheriting the ſpirit 
of his Renowned Anceſtors, yet the /atter 
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- might have 146 + it appear b with leſs ad- 


vantage, had not a vigorous and ſucceſs 


full ap plication repaired the defects of his | 
bay Inf truction, and added a new luſtre 


to that glory, that was inſeparable Tom 
the name he bore. 
1 need not tell you of the vaſinefs of his 


"memory, which would be almoſt incredible 
t6 thoſe, who have not had the happineſs 
of approaching him; nor need 1 mention 


the quickneſs of his e conception ; | the acute- 


neſs of his Judgement, the extent of his 


comprehenſion, „ all which received a moſt 
graceful ornament , and a commanding 


influence. „ from the dignity of that flo- 
wing, yet maſtuline eloquence which he 


poſſeſſed i in the moſt remarkable and c con- 
ben 14752 LS 
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In a word, few Princes equalled him in 


knowledge > and, what was yet more i 


glorious , the number were ſtill leſs, chat 


equall'd him in virtue: his virtue, in many | 


things illuſtrious:, was in one point ſo, 


almoſt beyond credibility, when compared : 


with the licenciousneſs of a corrupt age. 


Innate principles of . Probity , and ; 


goodneſs , when nourished by A rational | 


piety, and ſtrengthened by wiſe reflexion, 


prepare the mind for appearing with dignity 


in all States, „ and in all Circumſtances;—it 


was proper to the Family of Naſſau, to 


shine in Adverlity , as well as in Proſperity : | 


the other shews greatneſs of ſoul. View 
the Late Prince in the various ſcenes of 
C4 


; vigour of mind and contentment are eaſy +. 
in the one, but to be poſſeſſed of them, in | 


* 


* ” 
life, nl you will find, that the inherent 
greatneſs of his ſpirit , and the firmneſs 

75 ahd conſtancy of his upright ſoul were not 
damped by the sharpeſt trials, and that 
thoſe oppoſitions, which muſt have been 

: ſevere to the feelings of a generous mind, 

| neither ſunk the ſpirit of his virtue, nor 

_ exhauſted the force of his patience —and i 

which is ſtill more remarkable „the remem- 
5 brance of them had no other effect, 
than to draw from him a display of the 
moſt generous forgiveneſs ; Prone to 
pardon , when he had power to Reſent , he 
. melted down his Enemies with Goodneſs. 
It was here, the Chriſtian shone with 


true dignity and luſtre, when for i injuries 
ke returned benefits, and did not refuſe 
to adminiſter aſſiſtance, even where he 


| was convinced, he had misplacd his con- 
fidence; this the eye of the Publik faw , 
and when the World knows, in what 
perfection, this Prince practiſed ſo difficult 
a virtue, they will the more calily believe, 


whatever is. faid of his other remarkable 
and uncommon qualities. 


Theſe qualities gained him the eſteem 


of Many, whoſe Political principles wete 


= not favourable to his advancement , and 


who without deſcending to low adu- 
lation, paid yet a tribute to ſuch dif. 
tinguisb'd worth while the oppolition of 
others, turning into fear I produc'd that 
mean and ſ&vile flattery „ Which made 
them Court that great Prince, upon the 


ame principles » from which they had 
' Oppoſed him „even the low and ſordid 
| 0 5 : 


Xi | 
principles of intereft , and ſelf. And 


. farely they muſt have been low minds, 


that were attracted , by ſuch ſervile mo- 
tives only, to a Prince, ſo worthy of that 
eftcem wa that love, that is Founded upon 


® 


* 


Uncorrupted by - that Proſperity 3 im | 


- Hardens, too often, the Hearts of thoſe , 
who wallowing 1 in abundance, feel not the 


wants of the Indigent and Needy, his 
humanity was tender, and his Grandeur 
tempered by the moſt amiable Compaſſion, 


for be delivered the Poor that cried : the 


Farb erleß, and him that bad none to help | 
bim: the Bleſſing of Him, th was ready to 


perish „ Came upon Him, and he cauſed 


tbg Widows Heart to ing for Joy ; he 
loved to be employed i in acts of Qhurity 4 


Kim 

imſelf 10 fully! in the Circum. 

ſtances of thoſe, whoſe miſeries he relie wd » 

that he felt in Giving that decent —_ 
fuſion, which the Generous mind in Ad. 
verlity , feels from Receiving : his very 
|= defects ſeemed to ariſe from an exceſs of 
| Humanity; for fo great was his genero- | 
lity , that he could not bear to refuſe „ 
tho” it was impoſſible for him always to 


| and placed 


perform to the extent of his deſire, but 

when he could, the Goodneſs of his heart 
Was ſo beautifully ſet off by the politenefs 

1 bol his manner, that none ever my with 


AR better grace. 


Did we confider Him in the mild ſeenes, 
of Domeſtick life, what a large field would 


open to our view?— I will comprehend 
it all in the following words , which 4 


* 


e 


leave you to extend as far as they will 
EY ; He was the beſt of Husbands, to the 
beſt of Conſorts: the moſt affectionate 
Father to the moſt hopeful Children: a 


dutifull Son to a Venerable Parent, and a 
mild and generous Maſter , once to the 


experience, and now to the regret of all 


that ſerved him. 


Such was the Worthy Prince whoſe death 


45 lament: like his Anceſtors, who were 
5 given, but ſparingly, to the World (fo 
as that their Race was barely kept up) his 
an have been given , but ſparingly - to 
1 „ and we muſt look (thro' Providence) 
-to a tender Branch, for the continuance 


x of that name, that is ſo deſervedly dear to 


us, and for the making up that loſs, which 
we juſtly deplore.— 


«3% 
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Ht It i is here again, O 0 Infant Prince : 
Peet Hope of a fatherleſ Country, that 
1 feel Tour loſs , join'd with that of 


your Royal Mother! — in the loſs of 


the beſt of Fathers „ Tou have loſt the | 
beſt of Patterns; — His goodneſs of 
heart „ and greatneſs of ſpirit would 
have formed Your tender ſoul to that 
humanity , that adorns the Man, „ 


that genuine grandeur that conſtitutes 
the true Prince: loving Him, Tos 
would haye loved Goodneſs, and filial 

affection would thus have led Tou to 
Chriſtian Virtue : May You be enabled 
to repair this loſs, as Tour Illuſtrious 
Father repaired His : and may that 


Great PRINCESS, whom Tou now 


comfort , as the only Image of Him, 


=” who n no more, be firengthened to 
4 | s discharge the facred duties of 4 Double 
„ Parent to Your -udipetienecd youth! 
1 And 7 now to conclude; ;— Tou who 
| amid the riches, and honours of the 
World , forget the God „in whom ou 
tive, move , and bave your being , plead 


no longer the allurements of your con- 
dition, or the foree of temptation as an 
excuſe for your neglect; nor ſay 3 chat 
the examples of piety , we ſet before You „ 
are Perſons funk i in the obſcurity of life, 
who have no ſuch enticements, as your's 
are: but caſt your eyes towards this Prince, 
who at the Height of wordly proſperity 
and Grandeur, held his State , and all that 
belonged to it, as the Gifts of the Moſt 
High i, acknowledged them as ſuch , and 
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of the Wants of the Needy; Tou who. 
poſſeſs d of vindictive ſpirits , a breath 
after the ruin, and deſtruction of your 
Enemies: — Tou who repine under the 
Changes of life, and cannot bearthe oppo·- 
ſitions of the World: the Humanity „For- 
giveneſs , and Patience ; which we have 
shewed 7 au, this Day, in the Character . 

| the Prince. » are a ſevere reproach to Tow, 
Since they were practiſed in much more 
difficult circumſtances , than any Private 
Perſon can well be in. 9 5 

O1 Could we but ſee the virtues of che 
Goſpel „ practiſed in the Land with more 
Zeal: piety encouraged, and immorality 

oppreſſed * Authority joined to the in 
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r K diſpenſation, might we 
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put our mouths inthe duſt, for then <there 
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Would be hope, | ince Righteourneſs as: ; ure ; 


4 
* 


exalteth a "Nation, as fin is the 1 eproach 5 


and ruin / a People: then would Peace 


well within our walls, and Proſperity in 


vur Palaces, and the pleaſure of the Lord 
would. proſper in our Hands. "I=S -Haſten , 


— * . 
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od, the approach of theſe Happy 


times, for the Glory of thy Name, and the 


Welfare of this Republic 


nd Now 70 Thee the King Eternal 


* 
mY 


Immortal , and Tnviſi ible be Only WW; iſe 


„be all Glory „ani Honour, Might } 
efty , and Dominion 5 8 ho its 
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Cbriſt ou. Lord, AMEN. 13 0 6 
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